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SB 1153 (Leno), Chapter 706, Statutes of 2014
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*DSS Implementation Plan pending 

Why was this bill introduced?
This bill was introduced to give CCLD a new enforcement tool short of license revocation. Existing law allows 
the department to deny a license or suspend or revoke a license under certain circumstances. However, 
existing law does not provide the department authority to prohibit or limit new admissions into an RCFE 
with unaddressed health and safety violations or unpaid fines.

How does this bill solve the problem?
This bill provides CCLD the authority to suspend new admissions to an RCFE when a violation that poses 
a risk to the health and safety of residents is not corrected or when a fine has not been paid after appeal 
rights have been exhausted. The ban is to be removed once the violation is corrected (the department 
would have 10 days to verify the correction, unless the licensee has demonstrated that it was corrected as 
required) or the fine is paid. The bill also establishes appeal rights and calls for regulations outlining that 
process.  

What was CALA’s position?
CALA supported SB 1153 after it was narrowed to apply only to specified situations and include appeal 
rights and the ability to correct violations or pay fines to avoid suspension on admission. This enforcement 
tool is similar to what other states currently have in place. 

What do RCFEs need to know? 
Effective January 1, 2015:

1. CCLD has the authority to suspend new admissions to an RCFE when:
•	 There is a violation that presents a direct and immediate risk to health, safety, or personal 

rights of a resident or residents and the violation is not corrected immediately
•	 An RCFE has failed to pay a fine after the appeal rights have been exhausted

2. CCLD must remove the suspension when the fine is paid or after determining that the violation has 
been corrected

•	 CCLD is required to conduct a follow-up visit to determine compliance in correcting a 
deficiency within 10 days following the latest date of correction, unless the licensee has 
demonstrated that the deficiency was corrected 

3. CCLD has the authority to make unannounced visits to an RCFE after the suspension on new 
admissions is lifted to ensure that the facility continues to maintain correction of the violation

•	 CCLD is also permitted to order another suspension of new admissions or to take 
enforcement action if the correction isn’t maintained

4. Licensees may appeal
•	 CCLD must adopt regulations that specify the appeal procedure
•	 The suspension shall not be stayed pending appeal


