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American Heroes, Portraits of Service collects and honors 

the stories and images of World War II veterans. It began 

in 2008, when photographer Thomas Sanders asked to 

photograph veterans and exhibit them at just one Belmont 

Village community. Overjoyed by the success of the project, 

Belmont Village commissioned Tom to expand it to all their 

communities. Residents, family members, the media, veterans’ 

organizations and the community-at-large gathered to dedicate 

each beautifully designed exhibition and to honor veteran 

residents for their service. To date, 486 portraits have been 

compiled from 19 communities, arguably one of the largest 

collections of World War II veteran portraits in the nation. And, 

in 2010, The Last Good War, The Faces and Voices of World 

War II was published, receiving national attention.  

Goals  

• Offer recognition and appreciation to residents who have 

served in the military

• Afford residents an opportunity to connect with the 

community-at-large

• Heighten awareness regarding the Veterans Affairs Aid and 

Attendance program

Benefits

• Building goodwill among residents, family members, staff 

and the greater community

• Raising awareness regarding the contributions made by 

military veterans

• Enabling positive media attention for veteran residents

“For the veterans, many of whom had never acknowledged 

their service, the program gave them confidence to "open up 

a dialogue that had not existed, to talk about memories that 

had not previously been shared. This project has created new 

camaraderie and a renewed sense of pride among residents. 

Passive participants in community activities became very 

invested in project. Importantly, our employees now have a 

deeper relationship and appreciation for our residents.”    

Executive Director, Belmont Village 

Advice to Those Wanting To Incorporate 
a Simlar Program

• Seek out veteran residents and invite their participation

• Utilize or seek those with expertise in photography, personal 

narrative, exhibit planning

• Inside and outside community relations is important to 

success

• Invite engagement with local veterans organizations and the 

media

Program Description 

“I served as a Technical Sergeant, Infantry, between 1942 and 1946. It 
was a great honor to serve our country and to be included among the 
other brave men and women in the hallways of Belmont Village.” 
  Gil

“Being the only woman among a wall of men is something to be 
proud of in itself! I was proud to be a woman teaching the men how to 
shoot guns, and happy that I continue to be honored for this part of my 
life.”    

Mildred

“My father never really shared much about his military service 
until he saw his portrait hanging on the wall. It was the recognition he 
needed to open up and share things he'd suppressed all this time.”   

 Victoria, daughter of Gerard

Residents’ 
Testimonials


