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kids 
connection



What started as a partnership between a single Eskaton 

community and a first grade class in 2009 has since 

blossomed into resident “buddies” from 25 Eskaton 

communities partnered with 650 children annually from 

23 local K-to-8 classrooms. From arts and crafts, 

reading and singing together, chatting, snacking and 

more, the personal relationships and mutual respect 

created between the “buddies” have far exceeded 

expectations. Students are more eager to read and 

write when they are doing it with their buddies, and their 

teachers have reported measurable improvements in 

these skills. Participating residents enjoy the socialization 

and increased sense of purpose while sharing important 

life skills and lessons. To date, over 2000 children have 

benefitted from this amazing intergenerational program.

PROGRAM 
DESCRIPTION 

GOALS

BENEFITS

“I am so happy my child is able to participate in 

this program.  He doesn’t have any grandparents 

close by so his buddy is like a grandpa to him.”   

 Parent

“All of my students absolutely love their Eskaton 

buddies, and look forward to seeing them and writing 

them. Anytime I say the word Eskaton, my students 

start beaming with happiness! It is truly a wonderful 

experience.”   
 Teacher

TESTIMONIALS

• Create intergenerational learning opportunities 

• Increase resident socialization and satisfaction

• Further distinguish Eskaton’s social accountability

• Augment schools’ community service and civic 

engagement

RESIDENTS:
• Interact more with peers and students

• Gain a sense of liveliness and positivity 

• Bond with student buddies

• Share important life skills with a younger generation

• Become familiar with new technologies

STUDENTS:
• Improve their reading and writing skills

• Learn social skills then apply them to “real life” 

situations

• Develop compassion and respect for older adults 

and the aging process

“I think I have a new 
best friend.” 

Resident

“ I  can’t wait until I’m 100 so I can live at 

Eskaton and be a buddy.”    Student


